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The key question addressed in this well-written
and thoughtful book is: How are agrarian settlement
patterns governed? This question arose out of many
years of research among the Kofyar of Nigeria and also
drew upon the early work of Robert Netting, with
whom Stone worked as a graduate student. Netting’s
influence is evident throughout this book. Stone tries
to understand and explain settlement behavior based
on his observations rather than to selectively use eth-
nographic data to support a particular theory or ap-
proach. In addition to being a human ecologist, Stone
is also an archaeologist. He is interested in under-
standing the relationship of social, historical, ecologi-
cal, and economic factors that resulted in the type of
settlement pattern that emerged as the Kofyar mi-
grated out of their highland homesteads to the low-
lying plains.

The ethnographic material used in his analysis
consists of over 20 years’ worth of data collected be-
tween the mid-1960s and the mid-1980s. During this
time many Kofyar cultivators migrated with their fami-
lies from the intensively cultivated Jos Plateau down
to the sparsely occupied Namu Plains. The original
pioneering settlement attracted more migrants and, as
population density increased and soils became de-
pleted, the settlement pattern changed. Some farms
were abandoned while others were more intensively
cultivated. Trying to understand reasons for these
changes is the goal of the book.

Following the introduction, Stone devotes the
next two chapters to a discussion of the theoretical
issues relevant to agrarian settlement. Chapter 2 re-
views the literature on land use and residence patterns
(such as catchment analysis, central place theory, fis-
sioning, and spacing), while chapter 3 focuses on in-
tensification theory.

In chapters 4 through 8, Stone describes the pro-
cess of settlement and the changes in the settlement
pattern over time. Included here are descriptions of
the Kofyar homeland and the physical and cultural as-
pects of the frontier. In chapter 5, Stone also examines
the factors contributing to the Kofyar migration out of
the highlands. An examination of the settlement pat-
tern of the original pioneering families is presented in
chapter 6. Here he not only discusses the physical
landscape, the system of cultivation, and labor, but
also the social organization of the pioneering Kofyar,
within which all decisions relating to settlement are
situated. Chapters 7 and 8 describe the changes that

Book REVIEWS 223

occurred as more and more migrants moved into the
area. During this time aggregated settlements fis-
sioned and a dispersed settlement pattern emerged.

Chapters 9, 10, and 11 consist primarily of data
analysis. Here the interplay of movement (chapter 9)
with ethnicity (chapter 10) and the physical landscape
(chapter 11) is examined. The case study is summa-
rized and conclusions drawn in chapter 12.

Stone has made an important contribution to the
literature by linking intensification theory with settle-
ment theory. By incorporating temporal variability in
settlement patterns in the analysis he is also able to
point out some of the weaknesses of Boserup’s work
on agricultural intensification. Another major conclu-
sion is that there are no sets of “rules” that could pre-
dict the type of settlement pattern that emerges when
an agricultural group migrates from one place to an-
other. Rather, a group will have a set of “priorities”
that favor one locational solution to a particular prob-
lem over another, and these priorities change over
time. Finally, Stone emphasizes that settlement pat-
terns are strongly influenced by social organization
and that theoretical approaches that are based exclu-
sively on “optimizing” access to natural resources or
economic considerations do not capture the complex-
ity of the decision-making process that results in the
settlement pattern one observes on the ground. This is
exemplified in his closing section, in which he com-
pares Tiv migration and settlement with that of the
Kofyar.

The arguments in the book are thoughtfully con-
structed and supported by an abundance of ethno-
graphic data. This book will be of interest to ecologi-
cally oriented anthropologists, archaeologists, and
geographers. It should be especially useful to archae-
ologists who are interested in understanding how the
physical structures of human settlements came to be
the way they are and to all scholars interested in agri-
cultural intensification. B

Interpreting Southwestern Diversity: Underlying Prin-
ciples and Overarching Patterns. Paul R. Fish and J.
Jefferson Reid, eds. Anthropological Research Papers, 48.
Tucson: Arizona State University Press, 1996. 320 pp.

Linpa S. CORDELL
University of Colorado at Boulder

The 29 chapters in this volume, organized in four
parts, are drawn from two different symposia: the Third
Southwest Symposium, arranged by the editors and
held in Tucson in 1992, and a session organized by
Thomas R. Rocek and given at the annual meeting of
the Society for American Archaeology (SAA) in 1993
in St. Louis. Not all the papers presented at either



	Article Contents
	p.223

	Issue Table of Contents
	American Anthropologist, New Series, Vol. 100, No. 1 (Mar., 1998), pp. 1-243
	Front Matter [pp.1-6]
	Abstracts [pp.6-8]
	On Reaching Volume 100 [pp.9-10]
	Forum
	The Poetics of a Resurrection: Re-Seeing 30 Years of Change in a Colombian Community and in the Anthropological Enterprise [pp.11-22]
	Image Acts [pp.22-32]
	Women's Voices and Experiences of the Hill-Thomas Hearings [pp.32-40]

	Abu Sayyaf: Displays of Violence and the Proliferation of Contested Identities among Philippine Muslims [pp.41-54]
	Distributive Models of Culture: A Sapirian Alternative to Essentialism [pp.55-69]
	Race and the Culture of Anthropology [pp.70-83]
	Bernhard Stern, Leslie A. White, and an Anthropological Appraisal of the Russian Revolution [pp.84-93]
	Enchanted Memories of Regional Difference in African American Culture [pp.94-105]
	Singers of the Landscape: Song, History, and Property Rights in the Malaysian Rain Forest [pp.106-121]
	Do Infants Have Religion? The Spiritual Lives of Beng Babies [pp.122-135]
	Global Processes and Local Identity among Mayan Coffee Growers in Chiapas, Mexico [pp.136-147]
	Abandonment and Reorganization in the Mimbres Region of the American Southwest [pp.148-162]
	Film Review Essays
	Eye on the Amazon: Brazilian Indians, the State, and Global Culture [pp.163-169]
	Gerima's Imperfect Journey: No End in Sight [pp.169-171]
	Terminator 24: Or, How to Philosophize with a Hammer! [pp.171-176]

	Book Review Essays
	Planet of the Normates [pp.177-180]
	No Exit: Aboriginal Australians and the Historicizing of Interpretation and Theory [pp.181-184]
	Time, Narrative, and Cultural Action [pp.184-186]
	Drugs, Violence, and Moral Panic in Urban America [pp.186-188]
	Doing Our Home Work: Anthropologists on Homelessness and Housing in the United States [pp.188-191]
	From Margin to Center: From Medical Anthropology to Cultural Studies of Science [pp.191-194]

	Book Reviews
	untitled [p.195]
	untitled [p.196]
	untitled [pp.196-197]
	untitled [pp.197-198]
	untitled [pp.198-199]
	untitled [pp.199-200]
	untitled [pp.200-201]
	untitled [pp.201-202]
	untitled [pp.202-203]
	untitled [p.203]
	untitled [pp.203-204]
	untitled [pp.204-205]
	untitled [pp.205-206]
	untitled [p.206]
	untitled [pp.206-207]
	untitled [pp.207-208]
	untitled [pp.208-209]
	untitled [pp.209-210]
	untitled [pp.210-211]
	untitled [p.211]
	untitled [p.212]
	untitled [pp.212-213]
	untitled [pp.213-214]
	untitled [pp.214-215]
	untitled [pp.215-216]
	untitled [p.216]
	untitled [pp.216-217]
	untitled [pp.217-218]
	untitled [pp.218-219]
	untitled [pp.219-220]
	untitled [pp.220-221]
	untitled [pp.221-222]
	untitled [p.222]
	untitled [p.223]
	untitled [pp.223-224]
	untitled [pp.224-225]
	untitled [pp.225-226]
	untitled [pp.226-227]
	untitled [pp.227-228]
	untitled [pp.228-229]
	untitled [pp.229-230]
	untitled [pp.230-231]
	untitled [pp.231-232]
	untitled [pp.232-233]
	untitled [p.233]
	untitled [pp.233-234]
	untitled [pp.234-235]
	untitled [pp.235-236]
	untitled [p.236]
	untitled [pp.236-237]
	untitled [p.238]
	untitled [pp.238-240]
	untitled [p.240]
	untitled [pp.240-241]
	untitled [pp.241-242]
	untitled [pp.242-243]

	Back Matter





